Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 100 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; disorder in main residue; R factor = 0.042; wR factor = 0.117; data-to-parameter ratio = 14.9.
Related literature
The room-temperature crystal structure was interpreted as a neutral molecule; the disordered structure (the disorder confined to the hydroxy part of one of the six -CH 2 OH groups) refined to 0.072, see : Chumakov et al. (2000) . The unsubstituted parent Schiff base is also a zwitterion; its structure has been determined several times, see: Asgedom et al. (1996) Á min = À0.74 e Å
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Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2007 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2007) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: X-SEED (Barbour, 2001) ; software used to prepare material for publication: publCIF (Westrip, 2008 (Chumakov et al., 2000) , shows a zwitterionic compound, at low temperature, Fig. 1 .
Experimental
The compound was synthesized from the reaction of 5-chlorosalicylaldehyde and tris(hydroxymethyl)aminomethane (Chumakov et al., 2000) , and was recrystallized from ethanol.
Refinement
Five of the six hydroxy groups of the -CH 2 OH fragments are disordered. In one zwitterion, two are disordered over three Owing to the disorder, hydrogen bonding interactions involving the hydroxyl groups were not computed. Figures   Fig. 1 . Thermal ellipsoid plot (Barbour, 2001) Hall 0.0200 (9) 0.0169 (9) 0.0237 (9) −0.0017 (7) −0.0014 (7) −0.0023 (7) O2' 0.0200 (9) 0.0169 (9) 0.0237 (9) −0.0017 (7) −0.0014 (7) −0.0023 (7) O2" 0.0200 (9) 0.0169 (9) 0.0237 (9) −0.0017 (7) −0.0014 (7) −0.0023 (7) O3 0.0374 (10) 0.0208 (9) 0.0184 (9) 0.0056 (7) 0.0022 (7) −0.0069 (7) O3' 0.0374 (10) 0.0208 (9) 0.0184 (9) 0.0056 (7) 0.0022 (7) −0.0069 (7) O3" 0.0374 (10) 0.0208 (9) 0.0184 (9) 0.0056 (7) 0.0022 (7) −0.0069 (7 
